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The research concerns  of a  museum are many and varied, from the historiography of the museum’s  own col lections, and the

context of their use, to the preservation and care of artefacts  and their interpretation for a  diverse audience. Museum research

not only reflects  the col lections  and interests  of the organisation, i t a lso exposes  changing societal  concerns  and the pressures

placed on museums. Thus  museum research gathers  knowledge for the benefi t of museum displays  and audiences, whi lst

providing a  lens  through which we can reflect on the role museums play for us , how they communicate what is  important to us ,

and the socia l  values  they might promote in the future. 

The research in this  edition of the Science Museum Group Journal reflects  this  variety of interests , highl ighting the wide range of

enquiry encompassed by the broader Science Museum Group community. This  edition of the Science Museum Group Journal

includes  work from one of our PhD students  on the conservation of doped fabric-covered aircraft, a  commentary on current

debates  in science communication, and a reflection on the historiography of a  core audience-facing Science Museum staff role

– the explainer or demonstrator. The latter discuss ion could not come at a  more appropriate time, as  we recently opened our

new interactive gal lery, Wonderlab: The Statoil Gallery, fi l led with explainers  and the bold goal  to welcome over 200,000 school

chi ldren every year.

Just as  the Science Museum Group has  a  continued commitment to create the world’s  foremost assemblage of the materia l

culture of science and technology, so our future research commitment invites  a  broad and international  community of museum

profess ionals , univers i ty scholars  and students  to col laborate with us  to bui ld research activi ty, open up creativi ty and

broaden knowledge across  sciences, arts  and the humanities . As  Head of Col lections  at the Science Museum, i t i s  my ambition

that we continue to grow our research programme, bui lding on a duty and a pass ion to explore the way that scienti fic practice

and artefacts  are embedded in our history and culture.

Tilly Blyth, Head of Collections
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